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REMARKS 

Applicants hereby submit the above claim amendments under 37 CFR 41 .33(a) 
prior to the filing of Applicants' Appeal Brief. By way of the above amendments, 
Applicants have canceled dependent claims 2 and 34, and amended independent 
claims 1 and 29 to incorporate the canceled "planar" limitation on the micro-cavity. 
Applicants have also amended independent claims 78 and 79 to recite that the micro- 
cavity is planar. In addition, Applicants have canceled previously withdrawn claims 68- 
77 and 80. 

As of the filing of this Amendment, claims 1, 3-8, 10-22, 28-33, 35-41, 43-58, 60- 
62, 67, 78, 79, 81 , and 82 remain pending in the present application. 

The claim amendments align the issues for purposes of appeal in each of the 
independent claims. Independent claim 67 previously recited a "planar silica micro- 
cavity", and following the amendments above, each of the other independent claims 
now also recite a "planar" micro-cavity. Similar amendments to the claims were 
proposed to the Examiner in advance of the Examiner Interview, conducted on February 
28, 2008, but were not entered as no agreement was reached regarding the claims. As 
such, this amendment places the claims in a better form for consideration on appeal, 
and thus comply with 37 CFR 41 .33(a) and 37 CFR 1.11 6(b)(2). 
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The undersigned believes no extensions or fees are due with this response. 
However, if an extension is needed or a fee is due, please consider this a request 
therefor and charge our Deposit Account No. 03-2775, under Order No. 70120-00005 
from which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
1 007 North Orange Street 
P.O. Box 2207 

Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

(302)658-9141 

(302) 658-5614 (Fax) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP 



DATE: August 19, 2008 




David M. Morse 
Reg. No. 50,505 
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